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1.
The appointment of Wong Yan Lung SC as Secretary for Justice is a great loss to the Committee.  Yan Lung had been very active in all aspects of the work of the Committee, and in particular in dealing with curricula of the various law programmes of the universities.  
2.
The work of the Committee this year is mainly concerned with the PCLL programme reform of both the University of Hong Kong and the City University of Hong Kong.  In September 2004, the HKU introduced streaming in its PCLL programme.  The main involvement of the Committee this year in the PCLL programme of the HKU is to monitor the progress of the programme.  Insofar as the City University is concerned, there is no intention to introduce any streaming in their PCLL programme.  However, the City Unviversity had indicated that they were prepared to modify their PCLL to suit the requirements of the Bar.  The Committee had gone through some of the teaching materials of the City University but had not yet had the opportunity of being satisfied that the PCLL programme of the City University can meet the bench marks set by the Bar.
3.
The Committee had also met to discuss the law programmes of the Chinese University of Hong Kong.  The Committee took the view that provided that the quality of the programme can be maintained it is to be welcomed that there be an addition course provider for the LLB and PCLL programme.  

4.
The Chinese University proposed to start their LLB programme in September 2006 and their PCLL programme in September 2007.  In relation to their proposed PCLL programme the Chinese University had invited members of the Committee to a meeting to discuss about the programme.  The meeting is scheduled to take place on 14 December 2005.

5.
The Committee had also considered a number of applications for reduction of requirements of ALE points and had reported their recommendations to the Bar Council for decision.  
6.
The Committee would like to express their thanks to Wong Yan Lung SC for his invaluable contribution to the work of the Committee and to legal education in Hong Kong.  

	Edward Chan SC

Chairman

	Special Committee on Legal Education


Dated: 3rd December 2005

Report on the Advanced Legal Education (ALE) Programme

In 2005, the Bar experienced its highest intake of pupils in any particular year, with more than 100 pupils undertaking pupillage.  This increase has placed a considerable demand on the Bar’s limited resources.  However, the Bar is committed to offering ALE courses to pupils at virtually no cost. 

During the year, courses were offered on the core skills and important areas of practice: workshops on advocacy, drafting and professional conduct; talks on substantive areas of law and practice, presented by both members of the Judiciary and the Bar, and by visiting overseas Q.C.s; Duty Lawyer Orientation Visits; and a mini-marshalling in the Magistrate’s Court.  
More courses were offered on civil practice and procedure, including talks on Chambers applications, applications for interlocutory injunctive relief, interlocutory applications before masters; and advocacy workshops on Summary Judgment and Injunctions.

As promised at the end of 2004, a number of talks and advocacy workshops were offered on advocacy in Chinese (Cantonese).  With the increased use of Chinese in Court proceedings, we recognize the need to better prepare pupils for their future practices.   
The Bar was very honoured to have invited a distinguished team of Advocacy trainers from the Advocacy Training Council (ATC) in the UK, to come and assist with running the Pupils Advocacy Course in October.  

Formerly the Inns of Court Advocacy Training Committee, the ATC was set up by the Bar Council of England and Wales to oversee the advocacy training provided by the four Inns of Court, the five Circuits and the seven Bar Vocational Course providers.

The team of Grade ‘A’ advocacy trainers, Edwin Glasgow C.B.E. Q.C., Head of the ATC; Michel Kallipetis Q.C., Chairman of the Education Committee – Grays Inn; Joanna Korner C.M.G. Q.C.; and Charles Haddon-Cave Q.C.; helped to build upon the knowledge which we had gained from our dear friend Michael Sherrard C.B.E. Q.C..

The dynamics of the team were amazing and their enthusiasm for good advocacy and good advocacy training was contagious.  The course was much talked about within the profession.  Our special thanks to members of the Judiciary who generously gave up their time to participate in the programme as group leaders, and to the Chief Judge of the High Court, the Honourable Mr. Justice Ma for supporting the programme.

The Bar Council will be inviting the ATC team back again in April 2006, to run a Training the Trainers programme and a Pupils Training Programme.

Good relations have been continued with the Prosecutions Division of the Department of Justice.  We have maintained our quid pro quo system in relation to their in-house programme and our ALE programme.

I would like to express my sincere and deepest gratitude to everyone who has helped and supported the ALE programme throughout the year and helped with its success.  In particular, all those who have generously given up their time to assist in the ALE Programme as speakers and trainers, and especially those individuals who have generously helped out on more than one occasion.  These include not only members of the Bar, but also members of the Judiciary. Without them, there would not be an ALE programme.  

Acknowledgements are made to the Special Committee on Legal Education and members for their valuable input into the programme.   Special thanks to my assistant Alice Ng for her assistance in running the ALE Programme, and to all of the Bar Secretariat staff who help so much in their individual ways.  

Lastly, I would like to thank Mr. Wong Yan-Lung S.C., for his leadership and guidance of the Special Committee on Legal Education.   His appointment as Secretary for Justice is a great loss to the Bar but a great gain for the Community.






Wong Ka-Chun







Director of Advanced Legal Education

Dated: 10th January 2006
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